


Michael Jordan. People in every country know that
name. They know his face. They know his number: 23.
He is tall and strong. He has a lot of money. He 1s very
famous. And he can fly!

Michael Jordan is a basketball player. He played for
thirteen years for the Chicago Bulls.* Many people
understand basketball. A lot of people love basketball.
But Michael Jordan lives basketball. Every game is
important to him. But where did he come from? How
did he win six NBAT championships? When did he

start to fly?



Early Days

Michael’s story starts on February 17, 1963, in
Brooklyn, New York. The family moves to Wilmington,
North Carolina later in 1963. Michael is the son of
Deloris and James Jordan. He comes from a happy
home with a lot of love. One old friend says, “The
Jordans’ door was always open. Mr. and Mrs. Jordan
talked to us and listened to us. There was always a
basketball game in the back yard.”

Young Michael’s best friend is his brother, Larry.
Larry teaches his little brother a lot of things about
basketball. Mr. Jordan builds a big basketball court for
his sons and their friends. This is Michaels first
basketball school.



Today, Michael says, “We played basketball games
every day. On Saturdays, we were on our court all day.
Rain? No problem. We played basketball.”

For a long time, Larry is the best basketball player in
the Jordan family. Baseball is Michaels game. He is
strong and quick. He always wants to win.

The Jordan children have jobs at home, but Michael
doesn’t like working. His brothers and sisters have
money for things. Michael doesn’t have any money
because he doesn’t work. The only jobs in his life are
baseball and basketball.



Basketball at School
From twelve to fifteen years old Michael plays baseball,
basketball, and football at school. He is short for a
basketball player: he is only 1.75 meters (5'9"). Mr. and
Mrs. Jordan are under 1.75 meters. Michael isn’t going
to be very tall.

In 1978, Michael starts his three years at Laney High
Schoonl. His teachers say now, “Michael was a good
student. He was quiet, but he had a lot of friends.”

Michael starts basketball at Laney on the “A” team.
Larry is on the “A” team, too. He has number 45.
Michael asks for number 23 because 45 <= 2 = 221 But
Michael doesn’t stay on the “A” team.The coach moves
him to the “B” team.



Michael is angry. He wants to be on the best team.
He plays basketball every morning, afternoon, and
evening. Sometimes, he doesn’t go to school. His father
talks to him. Basketball is important, but school is
important, too. Michael goes back to school.

It is the summer of 1979. Mr. Jordan remembers,
“Michael wanted to be tall. He wanted to be on the
‘A’ team. Suddenly he was 1.91 meters (6'3") tall.” In
September, Michael plays on the “A” team. He is the
star of basketball at Laney.

The “A” team games start at seven-thirty:- in the
evening. Before five o’clock, the people of Wilmington
are waiting at the court. They want to see Michael.
Laney wins its first championship that year.



College Life
Now Michael thinks about basketball after Laney. A lot
of colleges want him. Michael likes the University of
North Carolina (UNC) in Chapel Hill. He likes the
basketball coach, Dean Smith. Michael goes to UNC in
September, 1981, with his sister Roslyn. She is a very
good student, and she starts college early.

Dean Smith teaches Michael a lot of things about
basketball. “Remember, every player on the team is
important,” he says. Michael works on his game. He is
on the first team in his first year at UNC.

Michael is the best new player in college basketball
in 1981-2. The UNC team, the Tar Heels, get to the
1982 college basketball championships. They are going
to play the Georgetown Hoyas.



There are 61,000 people in New Orleans for the big
game. [t is Tar Heels 61, Hoyas 62. There is only a little
time in the game now. Dean Smith says to his players,
“Get the ball to Michael”” Michael has the ball. The
Hoyas run at him. But Michael doesn’t look at the
players. He looks at the basket. He takes a long shot.
The ball is in the basket. UNC wins its first college
championship.

The story of “the shot” is in the newspapers and on
TV. Michael is famous. His photo and “the shot” are
on the Chapel Hill telephone book in 1982.



The NBA, 1984-93
Every year, the teams in the NBA look for good new

players. After three important and happy years at UNC,
Michael Jordan thinks about the NBA. But Deloris
Jordan says to her son, “Finish your four years at UNC.
It’s very important.”

Michael says, “I’'m going to go to the NBA. But I'm
going to finish my college work, too.” (Michael finishes
his work at UNC in 1986. His mother is very happy!)

In June of 1984, the NBA teams are looking for tall
players. Michael is 1.98 meters (6'6"). He isn’t very tall for
the NBA.The Houston Rockets take Hakeem Olajuwon
(2.08 meters; 6'10"). The Portland Trailblazers take Sam
Bowie (2.16 meters; 7'1"). Then, at number three, Jordan
hears his name. The Chicago Bulls want him.



The Bulls aren’t a good team in 1984.They win only
twenty-seven of eighty-two games. But they give
Michael $6,000,000 for seven years.

The Bulls always say to their players, “You play for us
now. No basketball on your vacations. This is your job.”
But Michael wants to play with his friends and with
Larry. The Bulls want Michael. They say, “OK, Michael,
you can play for us. And you can play for ‘love of the
game, t00.”

In July of 1984, Michael catches an airplane to Los
Angeles. He is on the 1984 US Olympic* basketball
team. The best college players in the country are on
the team.They win their games and the Olympic award
for basketball. Michael gives his award to his mother. (He
plays again, and wins, in the 1988 Olympic Games.)



After the 1984 Olympic Games, Michael starts his

job with the Bulls. In the NBA, he can be a big star on
the basketball court.

Nike makes shoes for basketball players. People from
Nike say, “This new star can fly. He’s going to be very
famous.” Nike makes a shoe for Michael. Its name is
“Air Jordan.” Now Michael plays and people say, “Can
he fly? Or is it the shoes?”

People buy a lot of “Air Jordan” shoes. In two years,
Nike makes $130,000,000 from them. Michael makes a
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lot of money from them, too. W

Michael loves the NBA. His game is strong. People
like watching him. But life away from the basketball
court is often difficult. People always want to talk to
him. Michael can’t walk down the street. He can’t go to

a store or to a movie. People want to be his friend.



In 1985, Michael meets Juanita Vanoy. She is smart
and beautiful and interesting. But she doesn’t know
about basketball. She likes Michael because he is a good
person. They want the same things in life.

From 1984 to 1987, Michael wins a lot of awards in
the NBA. But he wants to win the NBA championship.
The newspapers ask, “Is Jordan a team player? Can the
Bulls win the championship?”

From 1987 to 1990, the Bulls get some new players
and a new coach, Phil Jackson. The Bulls start to build
a championship team.

In December 1988, there is a very happy story in the
newspapers. Michael and Juanita have their first son. His
name is Jeffrey.
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The 1990-91 Bulls are very good. They win
sixty-one of eighty-two games. The Bulls and the Los
Angeles Lakers are in the championship games. The
Bulls win the championship in five games. Michael says,
“We’re a strong team. After seven years, we did it!”

Now no team can stop the Bulls. They win the
championship in 1992 and in 1993.The newspapers say,
“Michael Jordan is the best. He can win every game.”

Michael has many awards and three championships
in three years. He and Juanita now have two sons,
Jeffrey and Marcus, and one daughter, Jasmine. After the
championships in 1993, Michael goes home with his
family. He is strong and happy.



A New Baseball Star?

Things are good for the Jordan family in the summer
of 1993. But then, one day, Michael’s father visits some
friends. That evening, he doesn’t come home. The
police find him in a river. Two eighteen-year-old boys
killed him for his car and his money.

Michael loved his father very much, and he can’t
understand this. Why did these boys kill a good man?

On October 6, 1993, Michael and Juanita are on TV.
Michael says, “Life is very short. I want to have time
with my family” Michael retires from basketball. The
Bulls retire his number, 23.

Early in 1994, Michael starts a new job in baseball.



Michael and a lot of young players try for a place on the
Chicago White Sox baseball team. Mi(%l can run

well. He can catch well. But he can'’t hit a\baseball very
well. The newspapers say, “Mike, pl@éome back to
basketball!”
But Michael likes playing ba@ In baseball he 1sn’t
a star. Michael’s number i 1 arr'y"s old number. But
in August, 1994, there & oblems in baseball about
e

money. The players st games. They don’t play for
a long time. Michagl s thirty-one years old. He can'’t

wait for baseba
gl okl



The NBA, 1995-8

On March 8, 1995, the Chicago Bulls’ pffice gives a
story to the newspapers. It is a short story fedm Michael
Jordan. It says,“I’'m back.” Chicago 1&1"37 happy town
that night.

Michael is happy with the again and with his
old friends and his coach, P. ckson.The team works
well and starts to win agal

Michael is number@ in the championship games.
The Bulls aren’t dding very well. Some players say,
“Number 45 i . But number 23 was a star.” This
makes Mic ngry. He goes back to number 23.
Now the players remember, “He’s back!”




The Bulls don’t win the championship in 1995. In
the summer, Michael has some time, He makes a
movie: “Space Jam.” Children love it. 3‘2& es a lot of

money.
The Bulls start 1995-6 with\@v player, Dennis
Rodman, and some old pla @ cottie Pippen and
Michael Jordan.The Bulls ée best team in the NBA
again. And Michael _]ord‘% their star.

The Bulls win th A championship in 1996,
1997, and 1998 ichael Jordan has six NBA
championship s. And he has basketball awards in
every room i house.




But there are always problems in life. The Chicago
Bulls’ office wants a new coach. But Michael Jordan
likes playing for Phil Jackson. * \

The NBA players are unhappy a §their money,
too. They start the games late in 19

Then Michael and Juanita aE\QPTV again. Michael

retires from basketball on 13, 1999. He has
good times and bad tim is first thirty-six years.
But we remember Mi@ ordan because he can fly!
Michael has a JotYof money from his life in
y he buys an NBA team, the
Washington . They aren’t a good team. Michael
Jordan 1sn’d\ player this time. It is his team. This is an
interesting time for basketball. Is Michael Jordan’s team

going to fly?

basketball. In





