
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Unusual houses

Reading
Before reading

1 Discuss these questions.
1 Do you live in a house or

a flat?

2 How many rooms are

there? What are they?

3 Look at the picture. Does
this look like your home?
What's different?

2 -04- Read and listen.

All around the world, houses look similar
windows, a roof- but here are three houses that are

unusual and would look out of place in any country!

Welcome to a home with a difference.
In most ways, this is a normal house. It's
quite big.There's a living room, a kitchen,
a bathroom and three bedrooms. But every
week hundreds of people come to see
this house.

What's unusual about it? It's upside down!
You walk in through a window and the first
room you come to is the attic. When you
go upstairs to the bedrooms, there are
more surprises. Look up and you'll see beds
and wardrobes stuck to the ceiling. Look
down and you'll see lights that come up
from the floor.

At the top of the house there's a living
room and a kitchen. Where's the sofa?
Where's the cooker? They're on the ceiling,
of course. Everything in this house is upside
down. Only the stairs are the right way up,
because visitors have to use them.

The house is a favourite tourist attraction,

but nobody lives there. That would be
impossible. Nobody could sleep upside
down in a bed that's stuck to the ceiling.

This strange house is in Germany. Its name
is unusual too. The house is called The
World Stands on its Head.
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0Reading comprehension

4 Match the sentences with the correct pictures.
1 This house is covered with beautiful things.

2 Nobody lives in this house.

3 This house belongs to a rich businessman.

4 There is only one room in this house.

5 The furniture in this house is stuck to the ceiling.

6 The woman who lives in this house is poor.

7 When you visit this house, you don't go in through a door.

8 If you want to visit this house, you'll have to go to China.

5 Circle the correct words to make true sentences.

1 The World Stands on its Head is a house in the USA !(Germany)
2 The kitchen in The World Stands on its Head is at the top / bottom of the house.

3 The lights are in the ceiling / floor.
4 Maria Ponce's house is made of crystal / plastic bottles.

5 Her house has two rooms / one room.

6 Maria Ponce / Zhang Lianzhi has a lot of money.

7 Zhang Lianzhi has small sculptures / pictures stuck onto his house.

8 It took him two / twenty years to collect materials for his house.

Match the two parts of the sentence.

1 Money isn't a problem

2 He has paid
3 Zhang Lianzhi collected cups and plates

4 The World Stands on its Head is

5 The first room you go into is

6 In The World Stands on its Head,the stairs are

7 Maria Ponce lives

8 Her house is

a the right way up.

b in El Salvador.

c 65 million dollars.

for Zhang Lianzhi.

e the attic.

f very small.

g a tourist attraction.

h for many years.

Discuss these questions with a partner or with your class.

1 Which house is the most unusual? Which is the most beautiful?

2 Can you think of names for Maria Ponce's house and Zhang Lianzhi's house?

3 Have you ever seen any unusual houses?
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Sweet and tasty

Reading
Before reading

1 Discuss these questions.

1 Where do you think chocolate comes from?

2 Do you think chocolate is good for you?

3 Do you prefer eating or drinking chocolate?

2 M)8- Read and listen.

Chocolate
Wouldyou likea piece of chocolate? Most of us enjoy
a bar of chocolate -or we likethe taste of chocolate
incakes or ice cream. However,not many of us know
the historyof chocolate. Let's look back intime ...

People first made chocolate 3,000 years ago, in CentralAmerica and Mexico. They
grew trees and used the beans from the trees to make chocolate. The Aztecs
used cacao beans as money, because there were no coins or banknotes then. A turkey
cost 100cacao beans and a piece of fruit cost three beans.

At first, people only used chocolate to make a drink. They called the drink xocolatl.
This means ' water' inanAztec language because cacao beans have a very bitter
taste on their own. Later, people used chocolate as an ingredient invarious dishes.
They believed that chocolate was good for you, so they used chocolate to some
illnesses. They also learnt that chocolate will give you energy if you are tired.
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During the 16thcentury, Spanish people travelled
to Mexico and were introduced to chocolate. They
took chocolate home with them and soon people in

Europe started to use chocolate, too. At first, only
richpeople could enjoy chocolate, because it was

very expensive.

InEngland, people visited special chocolate shops to

drink chocolate drinks. They found out that if you
add and sugar to chocolate, it tastes a lot
nicer. Inabout 1690, a doctor called Hans Sloane

made a new drink with chocolate and milk.This
drink was and ,so it was very popular.

Today, chocolate is one of the most popular foods
inthe world. There are hundreds of different
chocolate bars and sweets. We give chocolate as

gifts on special occasions. A special treat is

chocolate fondue. We heat the chocolate until it W s and then fruit into the
chocolate. Strawberries are delicious when they are covered inmeltedchocolate.

There are different kinds of chocolate: dark chocolate, milk chocolate and white
chocolate. Ifyou like chocolate, you will be pleased to know that dark chocolate canbe

healthy. Unlike milk chocolate, dark chocolate does not have a lot of milk and sugar in

it. Dark chocolate is good for your and helps your to move around your
body. Eating a small amount of dark chocolate every day can even help protect you
from some illnesses.

Vocabulary

3 Match the words from the text to the definitions.

1 blood_ (noun) the red liquid inside your body
2 _ (noun) the part of your body that makes your blood go round

3 _ (verb) to use medicine to make a sick person well again
4 _ (adjective) having the taste of sugar

5 _ (adjective) having a sharp, unpleasant taste

6 _ (adjective) nice to eat

7 _ (noun) the tree that gives us seeds to make chocolate
8 _ (verb) to put something into a liquid and take it out again
9 __ (noun) a plant that gives a taste to some sweet foods
10__ (verb) to get yvuiiiici und become liquid
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Reading comprehension

4 Write True or False.

1 Long ago, people used cacao beans as money. True
2 Cacao beans have a very sweet taste. _

3 People learnt that you get tired if you drink chocolate. _

4 English people took chocolate to Europe. _

5 Chocolate wasn't cheap in the 16th century. _
#

6 There were special chocolate shops in England.
7 Milk chocolate is healthier than dark chocolate. _

8 A small amount of dark chocolate every day is good for you. _

5 Answer the questions.

1 Where was chocolate first made? In Central America arid Mexico.
2 Why did the Aztecs use cacao beans as money?

3 When did Spanish people travel to Mexico?

4 Where did people in England drink chocolate?

5 Why did they add vanilla and sugar to chocolate?

6 What did Hans Sloane invent in 1690?

7 What are the three differents kinds of chocolate?

8 Why isn't milk chocolate as healthy as dark chocolate?

6 Complete the facts. Write one word in each gap.

1 The Aztec word for chocolate means ' bitter water'.

2 Chocolate comes from the_of the cacao tree.

3 In Aztec times, a

__
cost 100 cacao beans.

4

__
people learnt about chocolate when they went to Mexico.

5 People liked Sloane's new drink because it was_ and

__
6 In a chocolate_,you dip fruit in melted chocolate.

7 Dark chocolate is good for your_.
8 If you are tired, chocolate gives you_.

7 Discuss these questions with a partner or with your class.

1 Which facts in the text are the most surprising?
2 What is your favourite kind of chocolate?
3 How often do you eat or drink chocolate?
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