Speak Now Testing Program Overview

Introduction

The Speak Now series helps learners Communicate with Confidence by using language
accurately, fluently, and appropriately. The Speak Now Testing Program allows teachers to
perform a wide range of assessments—many in the style of popular standardized exams such
as the TOEFL® test, the TOEIC® test, and IELTS™. Speak Now’s written and oral
assessment tools can be customized to fit the needs of a range of program types and learning
goals.

The Testing Program offers two main sets of tools:

1. 10 paper-based tests: 8 quizzes, 1 midterm exam, and 1 final exam with listening that
measure comprehension of the vocabulary and functional language of Speak Now;
2. arange of different types of questions, prompts, and topics for speaking assessment.

Teachers may choose to use any one or more of these materials alone or in different
combinations. The Scoring Guidelines can be found on the Speak Now Testing Program
CD-ROM.

Written Tests with Listening

There is a quiz for each 4-lesson unit of Speak Now. The quizzes are designed to be used
after students have completed each group of four lessons and Speak Now review section in
the Student Book. The quizzes have 10 items each. There is an audio track for the listening
items in each quiz on the Speak Now Testing Program CD-ROM.

There is also a written midterm exam and a written final exam. These are designed to
measure comprehension of the target language after students have completed Lesson 16 and
Lesson 32 of the book, respectively. The midterm and final exams have 20 items each. There
is an audio track for the listening items in each exam on the Speak Now Testing Program CD-
ROM.

All answer keys and audio scripts are on the Speak Now Testing Program CD-ROM.

Speaking Assessment: General
The Speak Now Testing Program offers options for speaking assessment:

* Interview questions (a list of teacher-led interview questions)
* Role-play cards (cards for students to role-play situations in pairs)

* Presentation topics (lists of ideas for students to prepare and deliver short oral
presentations related to the unit topics)

The Speak Now Testing Program features one set of the three speaking-assessment options
profiled above for each unit or set of four lessons. Any or all of the speaking assessments can
easily be used after students have completed a unit of work. To use these materials for
midterm or end-of-term speaking assessment, simply choose from this list of materials, based
on the units covered in the class.

TOEFL® and TOEIC® are registered trademarks of Educational Testing Services (ETS). This publication is not endorsed or
approved by ETS.
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Speaking Assessment: Standardized-testing Focus

The Speak Now Testing Program CD-ROM also offers speaking assessment in the style of
popular standardized tests of English as a foreign language. For each midterm exam and
final exam, you’ll find:

o TOEFL®-style speaking tasks
o TOEIC®-style speaking tasks
o [ELTS™-style speaking tasks

These materials are specially designed to help students become more accustomed to the
speaking assessment tasks used on standardized exams.

Please note that the scoring rubric and grading guidelines were established for general
speaking assessment. The goal of these standardized-testing tasks is to prepare students for
the kinds of questions they would be asked to answer on exams such as the TOEFL® test. As
these materials are preparatory in nature, the rubrics do not reflect the type of scoring or
grading that a test-taker would receive in a standardized testing situation.

TOEFL® and TOEIC® are registered trademarks of Educational Testing Services (ETS). This publication is not endorsed or
approved by ETS.
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