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A letter from the Author

Hello!

Welcome to Places!

Like all the Topics Magazines, it’s full of exciting photos and
articles about the topic. Some of the places in it are old and
others are new. There are private places and public ones, too.
All these places are interesting in different ways. Read the
articles, look at the photos and find out more about all these
places.

There are projects with every article, too. Look for the “Places
Focus” symbol. It indicates things to do on your own, with a
friend, or in a group. The Magazines are not only for reading —
they are for personal research, too. Explore different places in
your town and take photos and do drawings.

Share your information with the other people in your class.
Do the projects. Reading is just the first step.

Enjoy exploring ‘Places’ with us!
Best wishes,

T

Susan Holden

www.avasshop.ir
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VOCABULARY You can find the key
vocabulary for every article in the WORD
FILE on the same page. The pictures will
also help you to guess the meaning in
context. There is a summary of useful
vocabulary on the Check it out page.
Finally, you can use the Macmillan Essential
Dictionary to check the new vocabulary.

WEBSITES There is a list of useful
website addresses on page 2. Remember
that websites change. Be selective!




Check it out

Living places

Natural‘
nlaces

apartmentg bungalow caravan Sl
castle cottage flat cave earth mountain
home house hut ocean sea sky
palace tent trailer home = space underground waterfall
AN By -
| Rooms -
h " bathroom bedroom garage "
& kitchen living room office Q
) | ek
a _ playroom sitting room study
| g
: ]|
Religibus plages L
Religious plages 1 Outdoor places
abbey cathedral church park pavement playground m
mosque synagogue temple sidewalk == square street m
Describing places CU
(adjectives) >
ancient beautiful big m
dark enormous exciting
historical large light "
Education places modern new noisy
old private public
classroom resource centre school quiet scary small

kindergarten college* computer centre*

nursery school  laboratory [lab) library

2

L

*center g centre university
Inside places

attic cellar corridor
downstairs stairs upstairs
Outside places

garden grass lawn
path terrace yard

Find out more about the topics in ‘Places’ on these websites.

They have lots of extra information and photos.

Buildings: www.pbs.org/wgbh/buildingbig

Bridges:

www.technologystudent.com/sttruct1/millaut

www.gateshead.gov.uk

www.greatbuildings.com/types/types/bridge.html

Animal Places: www.kidport.com/reflib/science/animalhomes/

animalhomes.htm

Try them out. Add your own favourite sites to this list.




My dream place
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Different doors, different feelings
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Different places, different doors
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Places to live, work

Every country has “typical” houses, schools or office buildings.
In our own culture, these are usually easy to identify.

What's this place?

It's sometimes difficult to guess the use
of some buildings. Look at these photos,
for example.

Which one is a parliament building?
An opera house?

An art gallery?

A hotel?

(Answers on page 16.)

Architects and builders want to make good
places for people to live or work in. They
It's not all fun also want to create beautiful buildings.

Most of us live in “normal” houses, but some
people like to move from place to place. They

live in caravans. They travel to a new place every FWORD FILE

few weeks. They have exciting lives, but what architect The designer of a

P S & building.
about their children? Their kids go to a different [N The p -
school every month. New teachers, new friends. constructs a building.
7 That's not easy. cardboard box A container made of
thick paper.
doorway The entrance to a
. . building.
Remember! 1 J | | identify (v) To recognise a

S le don'th person or object.
v T office building A block of offices.

houses. They live in cardboard 1. e | trailer home A mobile home.
hoxes, or doorways. These \ typical Conforming to a type.

people are homeless. E g ES recognize recognise
N ! ' : ; trailer home caravan




and play

Different climate, different buildings
People make buildings from different materials. This
depends on the place and the climate. Typical materials

are stone, bricks, concrete, wood and mud.

The design, too, often depends on the climate. In a hot
place, the walls are usually thick and the windows are small.
Very often, the outside of the house is white. It reflects the
heat away from it. This way, the building is cool.

Home or tourist attraction?

There isn't much land in Amsterdam, so it's expensive.
Because of this a lot of old houses are tall and thin.
People travel by boat on the canals, so the main door
is near the water. There are big windows on the upper
floors to bring in the furniture.

Shade and fresh air are both important in hot countries.
Houses have cool terraces. Windows usually have shutters,
not curtains.

All these buildings use local materials and reflect local
needs. Understand the buildings, and you can understand
something about the people and the place.

avasshop

What about this house?
Where is it? What's its name?

In some places, however, it's cold in the winter. There is
often a lot of snow. Here, the buildings have high, steep
roofs. The snow can fall off more easily.

i X

ldemWWspecml about it?

TWORD FILE

climate The type of weather.

heat Hot temperature.

materials The substances that make an object.
reflect [v) To throw the light and heat back.

shade The area out of the sun.

shutters A cover for a window, usually wood or metal.
steep Nearly vertical.

% drapes curtains

Look at a typical bui




coNNECTING PLAC

BRIDGES CONNECT PLACES. SOME BRIDGES ARE FOR CARS, BUSES AND LORRIES. OTHER
BRIDGES ARE FOR TRAINS. MANY OF THESE BRIDGES ARE ENORMOUS. THEY CARRY THE
TRAFFIC OVER BIG RIVERS AND WIDE VALLEYS. THEY CONNECT THE PLACES ON BOTH SIDES.

Some old bridges have shops on them.
They're good places for tourists!

Artists — and tourists — love this bridge!

Tower Bridge, London,
England

Some bridges can open for ships.

And others represent the city.

<IN i‘i‘i‘»ii"‘i*&ir ~ Some modern bridges connect the city

Thei centre with new places to live in. They

;._g aAars - ;,3‘3—‘ PREITER change the life of the city and its people.,

Sydney Harbour Bridge, Australia R x % by

"Of course, some bridges are sad places.
This bridge connects an old prison with
the execution place.

WORD FILE

execution place A place to kill prisoners.

prison A place to keep people in order to
punish them.

represent [v)  To be the symbol of something.
Vehicles travelling in an area.

its purpose? What does it *
connect? Find out about if,
Present your information °

Choose a bridge. What's :
on a poster.

\\

Lz
center < centre
harbor harbour
truck lorry




NEW BRIDGES
Modern bridges use new technology. The builders experiment with new .
materials and methods. Designing and building bridges is exciting work!

Architects use computers to solve the technical problems.

FRANCE: MILLAU
Some bridges are very long — and very beautiful. They connect
isolated parts of the country. This bridge is really amazing!

Research other “technological” bridges.

Why are thev special?

Length 3 kilometres
Height of the tallesttowers_______ 343 metres
Height of the traffic from the ground_ 270 metres

When you cross the bridge, you feel like a bird. The
countrg below luoksverg small, nndthe sky i »svery

~ bridge connects twn c:ties, Newcastle
and Gateshead. Every day the bridge .
closes at certain times. One half of ,°
the road moves up. The other .'
half moves down. Shipscan %
then go under it. o’ - +
It's incredible! ’ - _ ';ﬁ -

Gateshead Millpnivm Bn'

-
et
—_

architect  The person who designs a building.
builder The person who constructs a building.
cyclist A person on a bicycle.
isolated Distant from cities.
aterials The substances that make an object.

Ir-xethods The ways to do something.

A bridge is a symbol of “normal” %87 o o > pedestrian A walker.

life. But sometimes bad weather, B Can e S ' rebuild [v) To build something again. "
' or war, destroys it and people ; symbol , Something that represents an idea or obJect

i o - Yl - Scientif d machi
want to rebuild it quickly. In this = ‘ *technology\cnen Hic (deas Mt:machines.
way, it also becomesha sfgmbol -7 : o " MR E..kilomete
of hope for the future. "4 : . !i'_K
P R S Meter S :
AT o T - —

!

~




Connecting

B e e e e e e e [ e i e i p la ces:

Bridges go up into the air. Tunnels go under the ground. They both connect places.
But you feel different in a tunnel. On a bridge, you're like a bird. In a tunnel, you're
more like an animal. An earthworm, perhaps, or a rabbit!

Connecting different regions
Sometimes, on one side of the tunnel,
the mountains are dark and rocky. On

the other side, they are green. There
are farms and gardens. The tunnel
connects two different worlds!

Some tunnels connect two different
countries. They usually go under high
mountains, like the Alps or the Pyrenees.
The tunnel under Monte Bianco (or Mont
Blanc) connects ltaly and France. The
Bielsa tunnel, in the Pyrenees, goes
between France and Spain. These tunnels
are exciting: they connect different
cultures and languages.

Countries like Spain and Switzerland
have lots of mountains and lots of
tunnels, too. They connect towns and
villages and people.

Tunnels and traffic
Sometimes the roads go under the city centre
too. But these often create new traffic problems.

Underground railroads use tunnels. There is
a huge network of tunnels under cities like
New York, Paris and London.

A lot of modern cities build underground systems.
They help to reduce traffic problems on the roads.
However, in an old city like Athens or Rome, it's
really difficult to make new tunnels. Every few
metres, the planners discover an ancient building.

’ : Do a class survey. Who likes tunnels?
Who finds them scary? Why?




tunnels.......
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Connecting life and death
In Rome, there are ancient
tunnels under some of the old
parts of the city. They run for
many kilometres Some of them
still have frescoes on the walls.

Here you can see Christian
tombs from the 1st to the 5th
centuries. There are also
thousands of monuments from
nearly 2000 years ago.

It's a great place to connect with
the past.

Secret tunnels

In some places, there are secret
tunnels. People sometimes hide in
these during a war, or escape from
danger through them. There are lots of
exciting stories about secret tunnels.
Some of these are fiction, and others
are true. Do you know any of these?

FWORD FILE

distance The space between places.

fresco A painting made directly onto wet
plaster on a wall.

monument A structure to celebrate a person or
event.

network A system of connected lines.

rocky Covered with rocks.

Holes in the ground side The semi-vertical surface of a mountain.

A hole is a kind of vertical tunnel. It goes Saanh A place for a dead parson. :

. . traffic problem Too many cars and buses on a road.

down into the ground. Characters in view The things you can see from a place.

stories often fall down holes... Think of

Alice, in “Alice in Wonderland”. She falls E= center > centre

down a rabbit hole and enters a new kilometer kilometre

world. Holes can connect the real world meter metre

» railroad railway
with a fantasy world. subway tube / underground




Animal A

Some animals have really mteresting homes!

4
Look at this snail. Italways ~ Now its head is inside. Now it's outside again. Perhaps the snall wants to go
has its house with it! It moves Why? Perhaps it's to a new place. There's only one problem... There's a
with its house. Now its head  frightened. hungry bird nearby!

is outside its house. Why?

Perhaps it's hungry.

Birds

Birds usually make nests. There are lots of different kinds
of nests. These depend on the type of bird. There are tidy
nests and untidy ones. There are nests in trees, in river
banks and even in old shoes. And not all nests are new.
Sometimes birds use old ones!

\ Choose an animal’s “home”. What does this place tell ou about the animal?

FWORD FILE
dark  There is no light.
hungry To want to eat.

A safe place! inside The internal part of a place.
This Australian animal has a great place to nest A bird's home.

& ) ‘ outside The external part of a place.
live in when it's young. Its mother has a bich it bkt

" pouch, and the baby animal lives here for safe  Secure; out of danger.
6-12 months. It's dark, it's safe, and there's tidy  With everything in the correct place.
milk to drink. It's home! untidy The opposite of “tidy”.
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...We all live in a yellow submarine
Yellow submarine, yellow submarine
We all live in a yellow submarine
Yellow submarine, yellow submarine

And our friends are all aboard

Many more of them live next door
And the band begins to play

We all live in a yellow submarine
Yellow submarine, yellow submarine
We all live in a yellow submarine
Yellow submarine, yellow submarine

As we live a life of ease

Everyone of us has all we need

Sky of blue and sea of green

In our yellow submarine

We all live in a yellow submarine
Yellow submarine, yellow submarine
We all live in a yellow submarine
Yellow submarine, yellow submarine
We all live in a yellow submarine
Yellow submarine, yellow submarine
We all live in a yellow submarine
Yellow submarine, yellow submarine...

What songs or poems are therge.
about strange places? Is there”
behind them@ :




Places quiz

Do you
Know

(Answers on page 16.)

1. PUZZLE PIX

Make words from the jumbled letters. Then match the places and the pictures.

a GEBRID

¢ NACEO
d EVAC

e LUNNET
f TREEST
g PRAK

h TIRASS
i ODOR

j WONWID

b TANIUNMO

14

2. PLACES FACTS

Can you guess the place? Sometimes there are
two possibilities.

o 2,
island . sky /&‘0)
40\60“0 dewalk ent
a This mountain sometimes has fire at the top. (Y X X ]
b People walk on it (in the U.S.)! (Y XX
¢ People walk on it (in Britain]! (XX X
d A big public garden. (XX X )
e This room is under the house. (XX X )
f This piece of land has water all around it. (XX X )
g The room to prepare food. (XXX ]
h There are a lot of books in this room. (XX X )
i Do you like camping? You can sleep here. (X X X J
i Go outside. Look up. You can see this place! (XX X ]
l\]hwh(‘” libras Cellar
tent park

3. WORD BOX

Find 11 places here. Any problems? Look at
Check it out on page 2!

Www.avasshop.ir




Projects

e

Favourite places: survey [§il
Do a class survey of favorite places. |

Show the results on a graph or a
diagram. Add pictures.

Maps and plans

Choose a room or a building. Imagine you
are in the sky. You're looking down. Draw
a plan of it.

Animal places
Choose an animal. Find out
about its ideal “"home”. Present
this information as a poster or
a website.

A place for teenagers
Work with your friends.

Design a special “place for
teenagers”. Decide what m
n

features to include. E.g. dance | Fantastic places

studio, sports hall, DVD Think of all the fantastic places in books
library, ... and films. E.g. Harry Potter’s
Hogwarts School. Make a model
of your own fantastic place.

Find the English names for all the
special features.

Tourist places
Do tourists
visit your
town? If so,
what do they
want to see? Make
a Places Factsheet
for them. Give them
useful information.

Dream holiday: places
Agree a dream place for a
holiday with your friends.
Make an advertisement for it.

-

Sreegy

‘ Collect all your Places work. Make a Places Exhibition with your friends.




Topics chatrooms

0
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Anna:
Ben:
Anna:
Ben:
Anna:

| Ben:
Anna:

Ben:
Anna:

Ben:
Anna:
[ Ben:

Teens Chat

Hello! There’s a new History Quiz Game on the Internet.
No... I don’t like History.

But this is fun. It's about places.

Places? That's Geography, not History!

Well - think of a place. How about “Rio de Janeiro”?
Why does it have that name?

| don’t know.

Easy!

The explorer Amerigo Vespucci saw the place in January.
A point to me.

On New Year’s Day, | think...

OK - one point to you.

In 1502. That's another point to me.

Here's another one.

“Via 22 Marzo” in ltaly - what's the story behind that date?
| don’t know!

Try this one. Lots of towns in Italy have a “Garibaldi” or “Cavour” place - why?

0K, OK, | understand. History, Geography... just look at a map.
And music. What about John Lennon airport in Liverpool?

: You see! OK, let’s begin.

PLACES TO LIVE, WORK AND PLAY
1. hotel; 2. parliament building;
3. opera house; 4. art gallery

it’s in Central Asia. A “yurt”.

STRANGE PLACES: A SONG
John Lennon. The Beatles. Lennon was shot dead

in New York.

PLACES QUIZ:
1. PUZZLE PIX

Can you believe it?

This is Janus. He's an Ancient
Roman god. People often put
his face over their doors and
gates. He looks in two opposite
directions. He watches entrances
and exits. So... he's also the god
of change, and of the past and
the future.

a. bridge; b. mountain; c. ocean; d. cave; e. tunnel;
f. street; g. park; h. stairs; i. door; j. window

2. PLACES FACTS
a. volcano; b. sidewalk; c. pavement; d. park;
e. cellar; f. island; g. kitchen; h. library; i. tent; j. sky

3. WORD BOX

Across: CELLAR / APARTMENT / TENT / HUT / HOUSE /
MOSQUE / GARAGE / LIBRARY

Down: CATHEDRAL / BATHROOM / ATTIC

BYE FOR NOW!

That’s the end of ‘Places’. But don't stop doing your ‘
projects. Find out about all the places around you.
Discover the facts about the places you visit on

holiday, too.

See you in another Topics title!

Best wishes,

/.

Susan Holden
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Macmillan

by Susan Holden

The Topics series presents factual information in a
modern magazine format. It offers challenging
insights into the modern intercultural world from
a teenager’s viewpoint.

Written in direct, up-to-date English, the texts
and illustrations are closely integrated for
maximum impact.

KEY FEATURES

® The reader’s personal experience is placed at
the centre of the reading process.
The articles present a variety of text-types,
styles and formats.
Topics related to science, history and the arts
provide specialised information and viewpoints.
A Word File glossary of key vocabulary on
each page gives essential "while reading” lexical
support, with common American and British
English differences noted.
A Check it Out section provides an up-to-date
checklist of specialist language, plus useful
websites.
Mini-projects and Investigation Points at the end
of each article encourage the readers to
research further.
A Projects section provides ideas for more
extensive projects.
A light-hearted Quiz page gives more
opportunities for discovery and fun.
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