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How to Use This Book

WELCOME TO KAPLAN’S GMAT PREP 2018

Congratulations on your decision to pursue an MBA or other graduate management degree, and thank you for
choosing Kaplan for your GMAT preparation.

You’ve made the right choice in acquiring this book—you’re now armed with a convenient and efficient
GMAT program that is the result of decades of researching the GMAT and teaching many thousands of
students the skills they need to succeed. You have what you need to score higher; the next step is to commit to
a study plan that will help you to achieve your goals.

Let’s start by walking you through everything you need to know to take advantage of this book and your
online resources.

Your Book

There are two main components to your GMAT Prep study package: your book and your online resources.
This book contains the following:

e Detailed instruction covering the essential verbal, math, and writing concepts

e Time-tested and effective Kaplan Methods and strategies for every question type

e A pretest (chapter 3) featuring full-length Quantitative and Verbal sections, designed to help you
diagnose your strengths and weaknesses

e Over 250 practice questions, followed by detailed answer explanations

YouRr ONLINE RESOURCES

Your Kaplan online resources include access to a full-length computer-adaptive practice test (CAT) and
analysis of your performance, including detailed answer explanations. Don’t forget to take advantage of this
valuable resource.

You will also find practice sets for the Integrated Reasoning section in your online resources, since these
interactive question formats are better presented in the computer-based test interface than in a printed book.

GETTING STARTED

Studying for the GMAT can be daunting, and it may not be clear where to begin. Don’t worry; we’ll break it
down one step at a time, just the way we’ll break down the GMAT questions that you will soon be on your
way to mastering.

GETTING STARTED




Register your online resources.

Sign up for a free Live Online event.

Take a GMAT practice test to identify your strengths and weaknesses.
Create a study plan.

Learn and practice using this book.
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Take another practice test to gauge your progress.

STEP 1: REGISTER YOUR ONLINE RESOURCES

Register your online resources using these simple steps:

1. Go to kaptest.com/booksonline.
2. Follow the on-screen instructions. Please have a copy of your book available.

Access to the online resources is limited to the original owner of this book and is nontransferable. Kaplan is
not responsible for providing access to the online resources to customers who purchase or borrow used copies
of this book. Access to the online resources expires one year after you register.

STEP 2: SiGN UP FOR A FREE L1VvE ONLINE EVENT

Kaplan’s GMAT Live Online events are interactive, instructor-led GMAT training sessions that you can join
from anywhere you can access the Internet.

Live Online events are held in a state-of-the-art virtual classroom in real time, just like a physical classroom
experience. You’ll interact with your teacher and other classmates using audio, instant chat, whiteboard,
polling, and screen-sharing functionality. And just like in-person courses, a GMAT Live Online event is led
by an experienced Kaplan instructor.

To register for a free GMAT Live Online event, go to KaplanGMAT.com and search for a free event. (You
may be asked for a U.S. ZIP or Canadian postal code; Live Online events are available for all locations.)

STEP 3: TAKE A GMAT PRrAcCTICE TEST

It’s essential to take a practice test early on. Doing so will give you the initial feedback and diagnostic
information that you will need to achieve your maximum score. Taking a full-length test right at the start can
be intimidating. Place enough importance on your practice test to turn off your cell phone, give the test your
full attention, and learn from your performance. But also remember: your practice test score does not count.

We highly recommend you start by taking the full-length test found in your online resources. This test is a
computer-adaptive test in the same format as the actual GMAT. However, for your convenience, we’ve also
included a paper-based pretest in chapter 3 of this book. The pretest includes full-length Quantitative and
Verbal sections and will give you a chance to familiarize yourself with the various question types. It also
allows you to accurately gauge the content you know and identify areas for practice and review.

Review the detailed answer explanations to better understand your performance. Our explanations label each
question according to its question type and topic; these labels align with the material covered throughout this
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book. Look for patterns in the questions you answered correctly and incorrectly. Were you stronger in some
areas than others? This analysis will help you target your practice time to specific concepts.

STEP 4: CREATE A STUDY PLAN

Use what you’ve learned from your initial practice test to identify areas for closer study and practice. Take
time to familiarize yourself with the key components of this book. Think about how many hours you can
consistently devote to GMAT study. We have found that most students have success with about three months
of committed preparation before Test Day.

Consider the following statistic as you build your study plan: according to the GMAT testmaker, the average
600+ or 700+ scorer prepares for the GMAT for about 100 hours. We’ve designed this book to give you only
the most essential content and strategies to help you focus your preparation. Working through this book
thoroughly and taking and reviewing your online practice test should get you to about 35 hours of study. That
35 hours may be enough for some test takers but not for others. In any case, this study should give you an
indication of where you stand relative to your GMAT goals. If you decide that you need more preparation, a
convenient way to bulk up your study plan is to enroll in Kaplan’s GMAT Self-Paced course, which includes
approximately 160 hours of preparation. For more information on GMAT Self-Paced and the other preparation
options (including packages of practice tests, an extensive Qbank of practice questions, and instructor-led
courses) available from Kaplan, visit KaplanGMAT.com.

Schedule time for study, practice, and review. One of the most frequent mistakes in approaching study is to
complete practice questions and tests but not review them thoroughly—review time is your best chance to gain
points. It works best for many people to block out short, frequent periods of study time throughout the week.
Check in with yourself frequently to make sure you’re not falling behind your plan.

STEP 5: LEARN AND PRACTICE

Your book and online resources come with many opportunities to develop and practice the skills you’ll need
on Test Day. Read each chapter of this book and complete the practice questions. Depending on how much
time you have to study, you can do this work methodically, covering every chapter, or you can focus your
study on those question types and content areas that are most challenging to you. You will inevitably need
more work in some areas than in others, but know that the more thoroughly you prepare, the better your score
will be.

Initially, your practice should focus on mastering the needed skills and not on timing. Add timing to your
practice as you improve fundamental proficiency.

STEP 6: TAKE ANOTHER PRACTICE TEST

Once you’ve progressed in your GMAT studies, take another practice test to gauge your progress. Whether
you started by taking the test in your online resources or the pretest in this book, take your remaining practice
test once you’ve had a chance to learn about and practice with each question type.

Review your practice test results thoroughly to make sure you continue to focus your study on the areas that
are most important to your score. Allot time to review the detailed explanations so that you can learn from
your mistakes before Test Day.

If you find that you would like access to more of Kaplan’s CATs and quizzes, as well as in-depth instruction
on the question types and strategies, look into the variety of practice resources and course options available at
KaplanGMAT.com.
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Thanks for choosing Kaplan. We wish you the best of luck on your journey to business school.

KaplanGMAT.com

The material in this book is accurate and up-to-date at the time of printing. However, the Graduate
Management Admission Council may have instituted changes in the test or test registration process after this
book was published. Be sure to read carefully the materials you receive when you register for the test.

If there are any important late-breaking developments, we will post that information online at
KaplanGMAT.com.

kaptest.com/publishing
If there are changes or corrections to the materials in this book, these can be found at kaptest.com/publishing.
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PART ONE

The GMAT



CHAPTER 1

Introduction to the GMAT

e GMAT Format

e GMAT Scoring

e GMAT Attitude
e GMAT Checklist

Let’s start with the basics. The GMAT is, among other things, an endurance test. It is a computerized test,
consisting of 150 minutes of multiple-choice math and verbal questions, a 30-minute analytical essay, and a
30-minute reasoning section. Add in the administrative details, plus two 8-minute breaks, and you can count
on being in the testing center for about 4 hours.

It’s a grueling experience, to say the least. And if you don’t approach it with confidence and rigor, you’ll
quickly lose your composure. That’s why it’s so important that you take control of the test, just as you take
control of the rest of your business school application process.

Here are the basics.

GMAT FORMAT

The GMAT consists of four sections, and you can choose your section order on Test Day. Just after a
computer tutorial and before your begin your test, you’ll be presented with three orders and asked to select
one:

* Analytical Writing Assessment (AWA), Integrated Reasoning (IR), Quantitative, Verbal
* Verbal, Quantitative, Integrated Reasoning, Analytical Writing Assessment
* Quantitative, Verbal, Integrated Reasoning, Analytical Writing Assessment

If you do not choose an order, then after 2 minutes the first order—beginning with Analytical Writing—will
be chosen for you.

The order you take the sections in will not appear on your score report, and the test maker's research has not
shown section order gives one test taker a statistical advantage over another. If you are especially concerned
about a particular section and want to take it when you are mentally freshest, then choose the order that puts
that section first. If you want to build confidence by completing other sections first, then choose an order that
puts that section later. And if you don't care what order you take the sections in, that's perfectly okay—ijust
choose whichever order you have practiced most.



The Analytical Writing Assessment (the AWA) requires you to complete an essay, typing it into the computer
using a simple word processing program. You are given 30 minutes for this essay, during which you have to
analyze the flawed reasoning behind a given argument and recommend how to improve the argument.

The Integrated Reasoning section is 30 minutes long. This section has 12 questions, each of which may
require more than one response. The questions in this section ask you to draw conclusions based on
information in tables, interpret graphs, understand information presented across different layouts, and
sometimes find two answers leading to a single solution.

There are two 75-minute multiple-choice sections—one Quantitative (Math) and one Verbal. The Quantitative
section contains 37 questions in 2 formats, Problem Solving and Data Sufficiency, which are mixed together
throughout the section. The Verbal section contains 41 questions in 3 formats, Reading Comprehension,
Sentence Correction, and Critical Reasoning, which are also mixed throughout the section.

GMAT Exam Section Questions Time
Analytical Writing Assessment 1 30 min
Integrated Reasoning 12 30 min
Quantitative 37 75 min
Verbal 41 75 min
Total Testing Time 3 hours, 30 minutes

Length of Sections on the GMAT

You will also get two optional 8-minute breaks between sections. Also, note that a few "experimental"
questions are scattered throughout; they look just like the other questions but won't contribute to your score.

Order #1 Order #2 Order #3
Analytical Writing Assessment
Verbal Quantitative
Integrated Reasoning
Optional 8-minute Break
Quantitative Quantitative Verbal
Optional 8—minute Break
Integrated Reasoning Integrated Reasoning
Verbal
Analytical Writing Assessment Analytical Writing Assessment

Breaks on the GMAT by Section Order

We’ll talk more about each of the question types in later chapters. For now, note the following: you’ll be
answering 90 multiple-choice questions in 3 hours. Clearly, you’ll have to move fast. But you can’t let
yourself get careless. Taking control of the GMAT means increasing the speed of your work without
sacrificing accuracy.



GMAT SCORING

The most important score on the GMAT is the total score, which ranges from 200 to 800. This score is the
GMAT result that schools look at primarily. More than half of all GMAT test takers score within 100 points of
550, the approximate mean. Pulling yourself out of that cluster is an important part of distinguishing your
application.

Percentile Score
99% 760-800
94% 720
89% 700
77% 650
67% 620
48% 560

Some GMAT Percentiles vs. Total Scores

The total score is calculated from “scaled scores” from the Quantitative section (75 minutes, 37 questions) and
Verbal section (75 minutes, 41 questions). These scores are meant to provide a timeless, absolute measure of
skill. For example, a Quant score of 40 in 2006 represents the exact same level of ability as a Quant score of
40 does in 2016.

While the scaled scores haven’t changed over time, the population of test takers has. Quant performance has
gone up, and Verbal performance has gone down. While Verbal section scores still follow a fairly even
distribution, Quantitative scaled scores now skew high. Thus, percentiles have shifted.

Schools view your percentile performance (which is the same thing as a “percent ranking”) overall and on
each section of the GMAT. The relationship between the section percentiles and the overall percentile is not
simple. We’re frequently asked, “One of my scaled scores is 83rd percentile and the other is 84th percentile.
How can my overall score be 87th percentile?” An example shows how this works. Imagine that of 100
students taking the test, 50 people got a 51 Quant and 11 Verbal, while the other 50 people got an 11 Quant
and 51 Verbal. You take the same test and get 40 Quant and 40 Verbal. You’d be 50th percentile on each
section, because 50 percent of test takers in this sample group scored worse than you. However, your total
score would put you higher than anyone else on the test—99th percentile.

Quantitative
Percentile Score
97% 51-60
88% 50
79% 49
74% 48

68% 47



66% 46

63% 45
58% 44
56% 43
Verbal

Percentile Score
99% 45-51
98% 44
96% 42
93% 41
90% 40
89% 39
85% 38
83% 37
81% 36

Some Percentiles vs. Scaled Scores for the Quantitative and Verbal Sections

Let’s note two key takeaways about percentiles. The first is that your overall score is about balanced
performance on the two sections. Generally, you will not win on the GMAT by nailing one section and hoping
your performance will overcome a deficit on the other. The second key point is that, admissions officers often
look at Quant and Verbal percentiles separately and may reject a candidate who does not meet a certain
threshold for either subscore. This is especially true for Quantitative percentiles, particularly at programs with
a strong analytical focus.

The Analytical Writing Assessment (AWA) is scored separately from the rest of the GMAT. Unlike the total
and scaled scores, AWA scores aren’t available on Test Day. When you do get your score, it will take the
form of a number from 1 to 6 in increments of 0.5 (you get a zero if you write off-topic or in a foreign
language). The magic number here is 4. Although you should strive for the best score possible, an essay
graded 4 is considered “satisfactory” according to the grading rubric, and an essay graded 3 is not.

AWA
Percentile Score
92% 6
81% 5.5
60% 5

44% 4.5



21% 4

13% 3.5
6% 3
5% 2.5
3% 0.5-2
0% 0

Percentiles vs. Scaled Scores for the AWA

Percentiles give a slightly different perspective on the AWA. An AWA score of 4 ranks at a shockingly low
21st percentile. To break the median, you have to score a 5 or higher. The good news is that few programs, in
our experience, use the AWA score to differentiate candidate competitiveness. It’s more of a reality check
against the writing skills that you demonstrate in your application essays. In this vein, a little-noticed fact:
business schools receive the actual text of your AWA essay in the official score report.

Lastly, you’ll receive your score for the Integrated Reasoning section. As with the Quant and Verbal sections,
Integrated Reasoning scores are available on Test Day. Like the AWA, the Integrated Reasoning section has
its own scoring scale, independent from the 200 to 800 scale. You’ll receive a score from 1 through 8, in
whole-point increments. The magic number this time is 5, as this is the score at which you beat the median.

Integrated Reasoning

Percentile Score
92% 8
81% 7
67% 6
52% 5
37% 4
25% 3
12% 2

0% 1

Percentiles vs. Scaled Scores for the Integrated Reasoning Section

Integrated Reasoning was introduced to the GMAT in summer of 2012. You will definitely want to show
schools that you’re in the better half of the Integrated Reasoning field, but at the same time, an exceptional
200 to 800 score will do more for your application than will an exceptional Integrated Reasoning score, and
you should prioritize your study time accordingly.

The 1 to 8 score is derived from just 12 questions, nearly all of which have multiple parts , and there is no
partial credit. Integrated Reasoning questions come in four types, described in more detail in the Integrated



Reasoning chapter of this book: Graphics Interpretation, Multi-Source Reasoning, Table Analysis, and Two-
Part Analysis.

Unlike the Quantitative and Verbal sections of the GMAT, the Integrated Reasoning section isn’t adaptive:
you’ll see a predetermined sequence of 12 questions no matter how many you get right and wrong as you go
along. However, despite not being adaptive, the Integrated Reasoning section does not let test takers skip
questions or return to previously answered questions. As a result, it’s often advantageous to guess and
abandon a hard question early in the section to ensure that no easy questions are left unanswered at the end of
the section.

SCORE REPORTS

Within 20 days after your test date, your official score report will be available online. You’ll receive an email
when yours is ready. Reports will only be mailed to candidates who request that service. The official score
report includes your scores for the Analytical Writing Assessment (AWA), Integrated Reasoning, Verbal, and
Quantitative sections, as well as your total score and percentile ranking.

Your report also includes the results of all the GMAT exams you’ve taken in the previous five years, not
including cancellations. (As of July 2015, canceled scores no longer show up on score reports.) Any additional
reports are US$28 each. All score-report requests are final and cannot be canceled.

GMAT ATTITUDE

In the chapters that follow, we’ll cover techniques for answering the GMAT questions. But you’ll also need to
go into the test with a certain attitude and approach. Here are some strategies.

UseE THE NOTEBOARDS

Test takers are given noteboards, which are spiral-bound booklets of laminated paper, and a black wet-erase
pen. Here are the specs so you know what to expect on Test Day.

Noteboard

e 5 sheets, 10 numbered pages

e Spiral-bound at top

e Legal-sized (8.5” x 14”) in United States, Canada, and Mexico; A4 elsewhere
e First page has test instructions and is not suitable for scratchwork

e Pages 2-10 consist of a gridded work surface

e Pale yellow in United States, Canada, and Mexico; may be a different color elsewhere

Pen

e Black fine-print Staedtler wet-erase pen

You will not be given an eraser, and you are not allowed to reuse the noteboard. Each time you fill up your
noteboard during the test, the administrator will replace your used noteboard with a clean one. You can also
request a new pen, if necessary. The noteboard cannot be removed from the test room during or after the
exam, and you must return it to the administrator when your exam is complete.



We know how important it is for test takers to be as prepared as possible for the actual testing experience.
That’s why we have always recommended that students use separate scratch material with our GMAT
preparation program, including with the practice questions and tests in this book. We suggest that you use an
eraser board (or anything with a similar surface) and a non-permanent marker while doing the practice tests.
Even if you practice with the noteboard and marker until you are comfortable, there are still some snags you
may encounter on Test Day. Here are some tips on how to handle them:

1. Erasable ink you’re not supposed to erase: Say you make a mistake during a calculation or you
smudge your work with your hand. The noteboard’s surface won’t lend itself to quick-and-easy
erasing. You can’t write on top of the smudge or error because you’ll just be left with a blob of ink
that you can’t read. So what should you do? Just start over. Seriously. Think of it this way—you
won’t waste precious time in a futile attempt to save a sinking ship. Left-handed test takers (and some
right-handed ones, too) might find that their writing styles make them particularly susceptible to
smudging. If this sounds like you, practicing with the eraser board will help you work out any such
problems before Test Day.

2. A problematic pen: Difficulties with pens are not common. Keep in mind that you should recap your
pen when you are not using it so that it doesn’t dry out. However, you could get a pen that’s simply
dry from the get-go or dries out quickly no matter how careful you are. Don’t sweat it. The best thing
to do is just to get a new pen. Should you be saddled with a pen that leaves wayward blobs of ink,
don’t waste time with yours either. Ask the administrator for a new pen as soon as it starts to act up.

More Noteboard Strategies

Using one booklet for an entire section and requesting a replacement during breaks is the most efficient
method for using the noteboards. Since you are given nine pages to write on, this technique can be used
without difficulty, especially with planning and practice. However, should you need a new noteboard (or pen)
during a section, hold the used one in the air to clarify immediately the nature of the request (rather than just
raising your hand).

BE SYSTEMATIC

Use your noteboard to organize your thinking. If you eliminate choices, draw an answer choice grid, cross off
choices as you rule them out, and guess intelligently. Make sure to leave enough time to answer every
question in the section. You’ll be penalized for questions you don’t get to.

PACE YOURSELF

Of course, the last thing you want to happen is to run out of time before you’ve done all the questions. Pace
yourself so that this doesn’t happen. We’re not saying you have to spend exactly 120 seconds, for instance, on
every Critical Reasoning question. But you should have a sense of how much time to spend on each question.
(We’ll talk about general timing guidelines later.)

TUurRN OFF THE CLOCK

The timer in the corner of the GMAT screen can work to your advantage, but if you find yourself looking at it
so often that it becomes a distraction, turn it off for 10 or 15 minutes and try to refocus. Even if you lose track
a bit without the clock, there is no replacement for focus and accuracy. Some people work best with the clock
off from the beginning. If that’s you, be sure to check in with the clock every five questions. You don’t want
to fall too far behind. No matter what your preference is for the clock, when there are five minutes left, the
clock turns on permanently, counts down the seconds, turns red, and flashes.



DonN’T WASTE TIME oN QUuUEsTIONS You CAN’T Do

Skipping a tough question is easier said than done. It’s natural to want to plow through a test and answer every
question as it appears. But that doesn’t pay off here. We’ll discuss in Chapter 2 why it’s sometimes best to
move on and avoid running out of time on a section. A strategic guess may be necessary to get a top score on
the GMAT.

REMAIN CALM

It’s imperative that you remain calm and composed during the test. You can’t let yourself get rattled by one
hard question to the degree that it throws off your performance on the rest of the section.

When you face a tough question, remember that you’re surely not the only one finding it difficult. The test is
designed to challenge everyone who takes it. Having trouble with a difficult question isn’t going to ruin your
score, but getting upset and letting it throw you off track will. When you understand that part of the
testmaker’s goal is to reward those who keep their composure, you’ll recognize the importance of keeping
your cool when you run into challenging material.

GMAT CHECKLIST

The GMAT is offered by appointment, at your convenience, almost every day of the year. You will be
required to register online before making an appointment.

CHOOSE A TESTING CENTER

Before you register, find a testing center that’s convenient for you and determine whether that site has
available seats. Each testing center operates on its own schedule and can accommodate varying numbers of
test takers. To locate a testing center near you, go to mba.com.

REGISTER AND SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT

Available time slots change continuously as people register for the test. You will find out what times are
available at your chosen testing center when you register. You may be able to schedule an appointment within
a few days of your desired test date, but popular dates (especially weekends) fill up quickly.

Admissions deadlines for business schools vary. Check with the schools and make your test appointment early
enough to allow your scores to be reported before the schools’ application deadlines.

You may register and schedule your appointment online, by phone, by mail, or by fax:

e Online: Go to mba.com.
e Phone (based on your location):

o The Americas: Call toll-free (within the United States and Canada only) 800-717-GMAT (4628)
or call the customer service line (952) 681-3680. The lines are operational from 7:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. Central Time.

e Asia Pacific: +852-3077-4926, 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. AEST
e China: 86-10-82345675, Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. China Standard Time
e India: +91 120 439-7830, 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Indian Standard Time
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e Europe/Middle East/Africa: +44 (0) 161 855 7219, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. GMT
e Mail or fax (slowest options):

e Download the Test Center List, Country Code List, and GMAT Appointment Scheduling form,
available at mba.com.

e Fill out the GMAT Appointment Scheduling form.

e If you wish to fax your form, use one of the following fax numbers, based on your location:
— The Americas: (952) 681-3681
— Asia Pacific and India: +91-120-4001660

China: 86-10-61957800

Europe/Middle East/Africa: +44 (0) 161 855 7301

e If you wish to mail your form, send your completed form to the following address. Keep in mind
that mail from some countries can take as long as eight weeks to arrive in the United States:

Pearson VUE

Attention: GMAT Program

PO Box 581907

Minneapolis, MN 55458-1907, USA

The fee to take the GMAT is US$250 worldwide (at the time of printing). It is payable by credit card online or
by mailing in a check. If you have questions about GMAT registration, visit mba.com or call 800-717-GMAT
(4628).

Identify Yourself Correctly

When scheduling your test appointment, be sure that the spelling of your name and your stated date of birth
match the ID you will present at the testing center. If those do not match, you will not be permitted to take the
test, and your test fee will be forfeited.

RESCHEDULING OR CANCELING AN APPOINTMENT

If you need to reschedule the date, time, or location of your appointment, there is a US$50 fee (as this book
goes to press) as long as you reschedule at least seven days before your original appointment. If you need to
reschedule fewer than seven days before your original date, you have to pay the full registration amount again.
Rescheduling can be done online at mba.com or by calling one of the numbers listed previously. If you
reschedule over the phone, you may be subject to an additional fee. You cannot reschedule an appointment by
mail or fax.

If you need to cancel your appointment, you will receive a US$80 refund (as this book goes to press) as long
as you cancel at least seven days before your original appointment. If you cancel fewer than seven days before
your original date, you forfeit the entire registration fee. For registration fees paid by credit card, the refund
amount will be credited to the card. If the fee was paid by check or money order, you will receive a check in
the mail. Cancellations can be made online at mba.com or by calling one of numbers listed previously, based
on your location. If you cancel over the phone, you may be subject to an additional fee. You cannot cancel an
appointment by mail or fax.

THE DAY OF THE TEST
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You should arrive at your testing center 30 minutes before the time of your scheduled appointment. You must
complete a number of security measures before you will be allowed to take the exam. A late arrival (15
minutes or more) may result in you being turned away from the testing center and forfeiting of your test fee.

Presentation of Proper Identification

You will be asked to present ID—no exceptions. The following are the only acceptable forms:

e Passport
e Government-issued driver’s license
e Government-issued national/state/province identity card (including European ID card)

e Military ID card

If you aren’t a citizen of the country in which you take your test, you’ll probably need your passport. In some
countries, a passport will always be required. Visit mba.com for the current requirements.

The ID must be current (not expired) and legible, and it should contain all four of the elements listed below. If
you do not have one ID with all four of these elements, you will need to bring a second ID (also from the list
above) that shows the missing elements.

1. Your name in the Roman alphabet. It must be exactly the same as what you provided when you made
your appointment, including the order and placement of the names.

2. Your date of birth. The date of birth must also exactly match the date provided when you made your
appointment.

A recent, recognizable photograph

4. Your signature

If these elements do not match what the test administrator has on file for you, you will not be allowed to take
the GMAT, and your test fee will be forfeited.

Before you schedule your test appointment, make sure you understand all the requirements that are particular
to your situation and have acquired or renewed the ID you will use. Also, note that if your ID is found to be
fraudulent or invalid after you take the exam, your scores will be canceled and your test fee forfeited.

Palm Scan, Signature, and Photograph

Once your government-issued ID is approved, the administrator will take your palm scan, signature, and
photograph using digital equipment. The testing rooms are also equipped with audio and video recorders,
which are active during the exam. If you do not complete the entire check-in process or refuse to be recorded,
you will not be allowed to take the GMAT, and your test fee will be forfeited.

Agreements

When you arrive at the center, you will be asked to agree to the GMAT Examination Testing Rules &
Agreement. Once you are seated at a workstation, you will electronically confirm that you agree to the GMAT
Non-Disclosure Agreement and General Terms of Use statement. If you do not agree, you will not be allowed
to take the GMAT, and your test fee will be forfeited. If you are caught violating the agreement, the business
schools that you’re applying to will be informed of this fact.

Prohibited Items
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The following items cannot be brought into the testing room:
e Electronics such as cell phones, media players, personal data assistants (PDAs), cameras, radios, and
photographic devices
e Any timepieces, including wristwatches, stopwatches, and watch alarms
e Notes, scratch paper, books, pamphlets, dictionaries, translators, and thesauruses
e Pens and pencils
e Measuring tools such as rulers

e (Calculators and watch calculators

Essentially, you can’t bring anything that may cause distractions, provide aid during testing, or be used to
remove exam content from the testing room. (Note that you are not permitted to use a calculator for the
Quantitative section, though there is an on-screen calculator available for the Integrated Reasoning section.) It
is possible that your testing center has storage space available, such as lockers, where you can leave
possessions that are prohibited from the testing room. However, this may not be the case at all centers. Call
your testing center to inquire about storage and plan accordingly.

Disruptive Behavior

You will not be allowed to smoke, eat, drink, or use a cell phone in the testing room. In fact, you won’t be
allowed to use a phone or send a text message at all once the test has begun, even at breaks.

You also cannot leave the testing room without the administrator’s permission. Some testing centers provide
earplugs to keep noise to a minimum; if this interests you, call your testing center for details. Should you have
any questions or problems during the exam, raise your hand and wait for the administrator to approach you.

Breaks

The length of your appointment is approximately four hours. Two breaks are scheduled into the exam. Each
time you leave and return to the testing room, your palm will be scanned. If you exceed the allotted break
time, the excess time will be deducted from the next section of your exam. For more information on
administrative regulations and testing procedures, visit mba.com.

Bring the Names of Five Business Schools You Wish to Receive Your Scores

You may select up to five schools to receive your scores before you take the test. Your registration fee will
cover that cost. Before Test Day, decide which schools you want to get your GMAT scores and bring that list
with you. You will not be able to change the list once you have made your selection.
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CHAPTER 2

Understanding the CAT

e The CAT Explained

e Are the First Questions More Important?
e The Importance of Pacing

e Other CAT Strategies

The GMAT is a computer-adaptive test, or CAT. The test is called “adaptive” because, in the course of a
section, the test notices whether you answered the previous question correctly or incorrectly and “adapts” in its
selection of the next question.

A few basic rules make the adaptive format possible.

e You’'re presented with one question at a time, and you must answer it to move on to the next question.
e You can’t return to previously answered questions within a section.

e You can’t skip questions—or rather, the only questions that can be skipped or omitted are any
questions at the end of a section that you leave unanswered.

e Within a section (Quantitative or Verbal), the questions are not grouped by topic or type. You don’t,
for example, finish Reading Comprehension and then move on to Sentence Correction and then to
Critical Reasoning; those three question types are interspersed with one another throughout the
section.

THE CAT EXPLAINED

Here’s how the adapting works. You start the section (Quantitative or Verbal) with a medium-difficulty
question; about half of test takers get it right, and half get it wrong. Those who answer correctly get a harder
question for the second item, and those who answer incorrectly get an easier item. This pattern repeats:
Throughout the section, if you got the previous question right, generally you’ll get a harder question next.
Conversely, if you got the previous question wrong, generally you’ll get an easier one next. This pattern
reiterates so that you follow a generally upward, downward, or flat trajectory through the questions. The test
homes in on the difficulty level that is best matched to your performance; at that difficulty level, generally,
you’ll get about half the questions correct and half incorrect. How high on the difficulty scale you end up is
one of the criteria that determine your score, along with how many questions you answer and other factors.
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A Rough Schematic of How Adaptive Scoring Works on a CAT
The adaptive design of the test has two purposes:

1. Accuracy: A CAT is allegedly more accurate than a “linear” (i.e., nonadaptive) test because it zeros
in on a test taker’s ability level. Lucky guesses cause the GMAT to give lucky testers harder questions
that they cannot answer correctly, thus eliminating any gains resulting from chance. Conversely,
unlucky arithmetic errors on tough problems give unlucky testers easier problems, and these unlucky
testers should be able to get the easier questions right, thus correcting the nonrepresentative drop in
score.

2. Time: CATs can be made shorter than comparable linear tests, and the shorter duration is a benefit
both to you and the testmaker. The reason for this efficiency is that a CAT does not waste questions.
If you get most of the questions right, you pretty much never see an easy one, and if you get most of
the questions wrong, you pretty much never see a hard one. On a linear test such as the SAT, on the
other hand, everyone gets the same mix of easy and hard questions. On such a test, students struggling
on the easy questions will do little better than chance on the challenging problems, while high-scoring
students will get close to 100 percent of the easy questions correct. Thus, giving low-scoring
questions to high-scoring students (and vice versa) doesn’t actually provide much useful statistical
data. In this respect, many questions are “wasted,” whereas the CAT can afford to be a much shorter
test at equal accuracy.

Those points define the basic pattern of the CAT, but there are additional bells and whistles in the algorithm.
One of the most important details to be aware of is that the test does not always adjust difficulty level question
by question. Therefore, avoid the temptation to assess the difficulty level of a question you’re on or to infer
whether you got the previous question correct. Even if you could precisely